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A NEW GENUS OF ALPINE LICHENS
Py ). H. Winnas, Natonal Herbarium of Victoria

USNEACE®R
Bibbya J. 1. 11'illis:
gentls novun austro-alpinum a Daefvling Nylo proxiimum
differt sporis acicularibus multiseptatis (sporae Dactyline
unicellulares globoswe vel ethpsoidea ).

Thallus fruticosus, aliqguanto radiatus. sparse et irregulariter ramosts [in
specie unica usque ad 15 mm. altus, glaber, infra uchraceus, supra amhusto-
brunnescens nitens, pulvinos madreporiformes vel sub-cerebriformes usque
ad 10 em. in latitwdine formans, inter muscos alpinos—praecipue Andreee
species—secls rupes crescens|. Rami late tercs. cavernosi, dactyliformes,
sursum insigniter et irregulariter inflati, conferti; apices perobtusi (sub-
orbiculati). sparse pertust. Corfer crassus (30-150 mic.y, hyphis ad super
ficiem perpendiculatis gelifactus. Mednlla alba. ex hyphis laxe intertextis
et irregnlariter ramosts  (quisque 2-4 mic, diam.) consistens, centrum
excavatum relinguens. A pothecia terminalia, discoidea lecanoroiden, rotunda
vel distorta [in specie unica usque ad 4 mm. lata, subnigra, hypothecio ]Zl‘tﬂ'
brunneo]. amphithecio manifeste formato sed parathecio subnullo. cfsei
clavato-cylindrati, usque ad 700 mic. longi. apice obtusi ohnubilantes.
Ascospore multiseptate, hyalinae, obtuse virgiformes [in specte unica 35-40
X 3 mic.j. ) )

Hospes algensis protococcotdens.

GENOTYPUS: B, muelleri (I'. R, M. Wilson) combinatio nova---
species unica.
[Siphula wmuclleri FoROM. Wilson in 'iet, Nat. 6: 179 (Apr. 18901 ].

SITUS: Victoria—Mt. Hotham. inter muscos ad rupes subalpmas alt.
6000 (F. R. M. 'ilson, 17 Jan. 1890—HOLOTYPUS infertilis in MEL) ;
Bogong High Plains, “in cracks of grauitic rocks at heads of Middle
Creek"”, cire. 553000 (H. T, Clifford. 26 Jan. 1948—MEIL) : Mt. Stirling,
“on granite boulders of eastern scarp”, circ. 3600 (J. H. I’illis, 8 Mar,
1953—AMEL).

COMBINED GENERIC-SPECIFIC DESCRIPTION
BIBBY A MULELLERI (. R, M. Wilson) [I. I, 11'illis

Thallus fraticose, to 15 nm high, sparingly and irregularly
branched. somewhit radiate, smooth and polished, ochraceous
beneath, shiny and becoming scorched brown above, forming stone-
coral-like or rather Drain-like cushions (to 10 cm. 1 extent)
which grow amongst and npon alpine mosses—chiefly . fndreea
species—on rock surtaces, Branches broadly terete, hollow, finger-
like, curiously and irregularly inflated upwards, densely compacted ;
apices very obtuse and rounded, bearing a few large pits. Cortex
thick (0-05-0-15 nim.), gelified, with hyphze perpendicular to the
surface. A edulla white, of rather loosely interwoven and irregularly
branched hyphe (2-4 mic. diameter), leaving the ceutre hollow:
K—, C—. Apothecia terminal, discoid and lecanorine, round or
variously distorted, up to 4 mm, wide, almost black, with bright
brownish hypothecium; amphithecium well-developed, but prac-
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Bibby muelleri (F. R, M. Wilson) J. H. Willis

(Parts of three fertile.colmliels: lower fr_om Mt. Stirliqg, in plan and elevation;
upper from Bogong High Plains, the white patches indicating interiors of hollow
branches eaten off by some animal)
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tically na paratheciom, deor chvvate eylindric, to 007 i long,
darker roward the rounded apex. 4scospores mulisepiate, hyaline,
rod shaped, with bhimtish extremities, 3540 X 3 e Algal host
nratocaccoid.
DISCUSSI0ON

Ader the deaths of Rev Fo RDM. Wilson o 1903 and R. A,
Bastow m 1920, there was ne one 1 Victoria with a good workimg
knowledge of the lichen flora. Abont 1940 the late P, Bibby ook
up the study of these fascinating, if neglected, plants, and i the
course of a few years he beeanie the only lichen authorty and
wformant of Auscralia, corresponding regularly with experts
Europe and Amenca, His untimely death lasé year was a sad hlow
to lichenalogy. Cne of his nost mtriguing problems was the truc
nature of a rare alpine species
which Rev, Wilson had fonnd
on Mt Tlotham m Janvary
1850 the =pecimen was barren,
hut three manths later Wilsyn
deseribed it as Stolda wneetlers

= = No ather callections cane to
£~ BrBBYAH light for 5% years: then, while
Branching habit, Bihby and H. T Cliffu-d were

' ‘?;:g’_gcg":/ﬂc/ hotitnizing .tﬂgﬂ,h(‘r. oy e

Bogong High Tlains [ Jan.
P s_h_b._.'_".g_":._.._‘_._ﬁao 1945), the latler botanist was
‘ fortunate enowgh o redizeaye
Siphala maeelleri—in quanuly and in {ruit! The present wiater also
lpeated material with [rioting bodies on gramicic bonlders at Mt
Sticling, March 1933, On March 19, lfJS%, Bihby sent specimens
to the world aurharity on Antarclic lichens, Dr. Carrol W. Dadge
nt Missonri, who announced {1/6/1953) that a new genus of
['snancée was involved | he pomted out the differences from other
genera in this family and suggested that Bibby go ahead with
its formal description, Unfortunatelv, publication had not leen
tade up ro the time of Bibby's death, and 1 do not even know
what he intended o cail 1. With Dr. Dodge's approval, [ now
hestow on it the surname of my late friend and cnlleague -as a
permanent, fcting dribute to one who did so much toward the
elucication of Australian lichens and hepatics.

Hibirya 1= most closely related to the boreal Dactvling Nyl which
displays a similar madreporiform, hollowed thallus with lecanorine
apothecia, but the latter has much smaller, unicellular, spherical to
ellipsaid spores. Endocena informis Cromb. of Putagonia wWlso has
a dwarf, fruticose, radiate and somewhat hallowed thallus, but the
=nrface 15 chalky and fruiting body noknown, Siphida, she genys
wnder which Wilson deseribed #. muelleri, 15 not known in the
irnitmg condition and all species have a solid thallus.
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On the tvpe sheer of B wmuellert in Melbourne Herbarmm some-
cne had pencilled " Dwfourca wmadreporiformis?”’, and this collection
had been placed in the Dufowrea folder, D wmadreporiformis
(Wulf.) Ach, oecurs on the alps of Europe and North America,
and 15 really relerable to Daclyling wiadreporiformis Tuck, (1866,
differing from Bebbya in ies much thinner branches and unicellular
ellipsoid spores {7-10 % 3-4 mic.). The new genus (s alimost cer-
teinly of Antaretic origil and s oceurrence might e anticipated
in Tasmaoia, New Zealand and Fuegia.

NATIONAL PARKS ACT
By ). I8, Gaprer

On Uetaber 25, 1936, the National Parks Bill was passed by the Victerian
Partigment With its passage haz eoded a phaze of the Jong campaign cond
mehced many ysars ago by the Field Naturalizis' Cloh of Victoria apd con-
tighed vnrenitiingly by the Club and associatel] ntganizations—a campaign
fur o bettor deal dor our oational parks, for the conservation of natuce ansl
natural resources )

We use the term “phise” advisedly becanse an Agt of Parhaméat, ot itself,
can only provide the machinery for establiching our nature tonservation arcas
on & 3atisfactory hasis. The real jab remains yet as @ task for the (uture, aoil
naturalists throughout the Hate will assuredly be called upon to help make
the new Act a workable instrument. By reason of their acyudintance with
the natursl histary of the State, its geology and ghysiography, the ecological
associations of its flora and favea, ite scewie places and those of pecwliar
scientific intercst, naturalists can comtribute a fund of knowledge which
shoukl be ol inestimable value 10 those who are 1o be appointed 1o carey out
the pravisions of the Act,

The debates 1n Pacliament on the Bill tepded to confirm an opinion already
belil by some naturalists, that the F.N.CW his been far too modest about the
remackable contribution it has made to the czuse of nature conszrvation.
Pechaps many of the presen-day menihers of the Club, as well as parliamen-
tarians, are unaware that Victona owes o the F.N.CV. the very exisience
o1 the majority of our natiaeal parks. The long struggle 1o have Wilson's
Promontory reserved is recorded in cutly volumes of the [Picdoriont Naturslist.
hyt the journal has given little praminence to the representations by natural-
1sts and the subsequent negotianions which led to the proclamation of Wypee-
feld. Lakes, Lind. Alfred, Wingan Inlet and Mallacoota Inlet az well as
numerous other important nature reserves,

Despite the growth of population and the steady development of ecotomi-
cally utilizable natural resources, thure still remain areas which should be
Brought withiiv the ambit of the National Packs Act All naturalists should be
alert to sze that such areas are not overlooked when the Authority com
mences a tagk which it surely will undertake at an carly date—a survey of
the State to determine where new national parks should be established.

The Act 15 recogrozéd as an experimental measure, and it rémaius ta be
seen low effective jts administration will be. Much will depend an the amount
of money the Gavernment will be prepared {o set aside [or the work (there
is no s@tutory appropoationt) and on the calibre of the individuals chosen
to serve on the National Parks Awthority. The Act contaiz only Aiteen
clauscs hut the provisions are <uclt that its administration should prove 1o be
reasonably flexible, Some of the clauses warrant comment so that members
&t the Cluh will be able to appreciate the prablems which will caniront the
new Authority.



